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Honoring our Mother Thrice Admirable on her birthday
August 8, 2008

Dear Schoenstatt brothers and sisters in Christ,

Once again our dear Sally has provided a beautiful meditation on our Mother —one especially for her birthday.

Thank you, Sally.

ALSO DON’T FORGET - MONDAY, SEPT 8" 7 pm at St. Elizabeth’s (you will have to park in the

parking garage — the front doors are locked) we will have a Schoenstatt Hour of Adoration.

Please email any news you might want to share, stories of graces received from the visits of our Mother, etc.
Questions? Contributing articles? contact Carole DiFabio csdmi@aol.com or 538-2979

Our Consecration Prayer
Our Queen, our Mother, we give ourselves entirely
to you. And to show our devotion to you we
consecrate to you this day our eyes, our ears, our
mouths, our hearts, our entire self without reserve.
As we are your own, good Mother, guard us and
protect us as your property and possession. Amen.

Congratulations are soon due to
MIKE GRAY
who will be ordained a permanent deacon
September 20"
Please keep him and his wife, Peggy,
in your prayers.
He and his wife are members of a
Rosary Circle

A WORK OF LOVE in the YEAR OF $T. Paul
A couple of our members have done some
remarkable work of evangelization. Mary Ortner
moved to Salt Lake City, Utah. She asked for a
MTA shrine to take with her and it was soon 10
shrines that she needed. There are 8 in the
classrooms of St. Vincent Catholic School. Also
there is one for the teachers and one in a nursing
home. Thank you so much, Mary, for spreading
the love of our Mother to others.

Also Nancy Johnston has started several new
circles, but | do not know the exact amount.

If anyone of you already in a circle think that you
could find 5 or 6 more families to join you, we can
arrange to get a shrine to you. Just email me.

The Love of Christ Impels Us
Schoenstatt song of St. Paul

Refrain
The love of Christ impels us
to go forth into the world;
The love of Christ impels us
to proclaim His holy Word

I can do all things

through Him who strengthens me
No longer I who live,

But Christ who lives in me.

We are children of God,
If we suffer with Christ,
We shall also be
Glorified in Him

Put on the new self

Created in Gods image,

in righteousness and truth.
Let all you do be done in love

Do not conform yourselves to this age,
But renew your mind,

may you discern the will of God,
What is pleasing and perfect.

I have you in my heart,
Grace and peace to you,
And this | pray,

That your love may abound

We have seen His face

We have heard His voice
We must tell the world,
That all may know His love.

Music and lyrics by Clare DuMontier
cdmontier@new.rr.com if you would like the melody also



mailto:csdmi@aol.com
mailto:cdmontier@new.rr.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

DAY OF RECOLLECTION check out
with a crowning of Mary http://www.schoenstatt.de/
DECEMBER 6™ in Delphi http://schoenstattindiana.org/
more details in a future newsletter http://www.schoenstatt-texas.org
Are you interested in making the Podcasts of Father Langsch

h . . .
Covenant of Love on Dec 67 and Schoenstatt spirituality are shared by

Schoenstatt of Ohio. Check them out at

questions? contact me (info above) or Janine http://schoenstattofohio.org/

Reklaitis at jrek27@gmail.com

Honoring Mary on Her Birthday
Sally D. Faderan

Birthdays are occasions for joyful celebrations. Our Blessed Mother Mary’s birthday makes us reflect on her
many titles as “Mother of God,” “Mother of the Redeemed,” “Mother Thrice Admirable,” “Queen of Heaven
and Earth” and scores of other beautiful attributes. This is the day that reminds us of the awesome words of
God in Genesis 3:15 when he said to the serpent, “ I will set up enmity between you and the woman.”

Those words tell us that the battle between God’s children and the followers of the devil is going on and He
promised us Mary, the Mother of God — and our Mother — to be the woman whose foot would crush the head of
the serpent.

Immaculately conceived, she bore no stain of sin. She was called many beautiful names by people who
recognized in her being the true embodiment of Christ, higher than “the angels and the archangels.”

St Louis de Montfort wrote, “Because Mary remained hidden during her life, she is called by the Holy Spirit
and the Church, ALMA MATER, Mother hidden and unknown”. (In Is, Proph 3, 7) Her humility dictated that
she would leave nothing more on earth than to remain unknown to herself and to others, and to be known only
to God.

Many saints had marvelous praises upon her.

“Mary is the supreme masterpiece of the Almighty God and he had reserved the knowledge and possession of
her for himself.” St Bernardine of Siena

In the words of St Paul, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man understood “(1 Cor 2:9) “the
beauty, the grandeur, the excellence of Mary” ( St. Isidore) “who is indeed a miracle of miracles of grace,

nature and glory.” St John of Damascene.

“If you wish to understand the mother,” says a saint. “then understand the son. She is the worthy Mother of
God.”

“God the Father gathered all the waters together and called them the seas. He gathered all his graces together
and called them MARY.” (Francis Poire, S.S. “The Triple Crown of Mary).

“Anyone who does not have Mary for his mother does not have God for his father.” St Cyprian.




It is written that St Augustine affirmed that in order to be conformed to the image of the Son of God, all the
predestinate, while in the world, are hidden in the womb of the

Blessed Virgin where they are protected, cared for and developed by this good Mother until the day she brings
them forth to a life of glory after death — which is called the birthday of the just.

Referring to the enmity of Genesis — it is written that God has established only one enmity — an irreconcilable
one which will go on increasingly to the end of time. That enmity is between Mary and the devil, between the
children of Mary and the children of Lucifer. We, who live during these dangerous times, have to be alert to the
wiles of the enemy.

The Schoenstatt founder, Fr. Joseph Kentenich, believed deeply in the power of the Blessed Mother to educate
us and to learn ways to become more holy, to be like Christ. We have been moved to make the Covenant of
Love. We continue to be learn from her, to discover and uphold our personal ideal and our personal mission in
life. We are encouraged to have a character-building process under the guidance of Our Blessed Mother and the
Holy Spirit by following a Spiritual Daily Order — a program one makes everyday, of self-analysis as to what
specific weaknesses we know we need to correct by developing the virtue that would banish that vice or
weakness. It is a pathway to daily sanctity. This is fortified by prayers, the sacraments, and the discipline of
faithfulness to the program. (Detailed explanation was given in a Schoenstatt newsletter sometime ago.)

Here are very strong advices and truths that Fr. Kentenich taught us in his book, “The Jewel of Purity.” These
are words as powerful as a two-edged sword, the sword of Truth.

“When evil desires are around us, the picture of the Immaculate purifies, elevates, transfigures, attracts, and
enraptures us.”

“The Catholic woman who does not reverently honor our Blessed Virgin Mother by serving and loving her, will
sooner or later become insecure about her own personal God-willed destiny. Her ideal, instead, will be

determined by the prevailing spirit of the time, by fashion, the media, and man’s lust.”

“A woman who most perfectly resembles the Blessed Mother awakens in a noble man deepest respect and
devotion.”

“The mortality, idealism, and fruitfulness of a nation rise and fall with its women.”

There are 55 daughter shrines in Germany and 6 in Poland. Also 1 in Rome.
Plus many more in other countries.

Nothing without you. Nothing without us.
Happy Birthday, Mother Mary




