Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine
Located on Hwy. 421 heading from Delphi to Monticello, the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine is a short walking distance from the Interpretive Center, along the Erie Canal trail that goes under the railroad tracks toward the highway. The Shrine consists of a tall wooden cross, at the foot of which stands an image of our Lady of Schoenstatt, holding the Child Jesus. Bishop William L. Higi of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana dedicated the Shrine on October 29, 2005, in the presence of Father Peter Vanderkolk, pastor of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church (Delphi), Father Gerold Langsch, provincial superior of the Schoenstatt Fathers, and an estimated 150 people.
A Beautiful Place

The German name “Schoenstatt” means “beautiful place.” Mr. Bob Morrow donated the grassy woodlands on which the Shrine is located to Schoenstatt-in-Indiana, Inc., at the suggestion of Suzanne Gardiner, for the purpose of establishing a Marian place of pilgrimage in Indiana’s heartland. According to Gardiner, the Mother Thrice Admirable miraculously protected her home in Delphi during a flood. In gratitude, she wished to give a “home” in return to the Blessed Mother by erecting a Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine in her honor.

At the dedication of the Wayside Shrine, Bishop Higi prayed to Mary, “Take possession of this little spot. Long ago, in ancient Greece, Delphi was the place of a famous pagan oracle. We ask you, Mother:  Choose this grassy woodland in Delphi, Indiana, to be your true shrine where many pilgrims can experience your presence, your motherly care and intercession, your gifts of grace.”
A Place of Pilgrimage
Since the dedication, many people have traveled by foot and car to the wayside shrine.  Every pilgrimage to a holy place teaches the
lesson that life itself is a journey, and that Heaven—the eternal Shrine of God—is our goal. The ancient practice of pausing at a wayside shrine to pray is a means to gain strength for life’s journey. 
One Latin name for the Eucharist is “viaticum,” meaning “food for the way.” The Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine in Delphi honors Mary under the special title “Mother of the Eucharist.” In his encyclical on the Eucharist, Pope John Paul II called Mary “the Woman of the Eucharist.”  
Every Schoenstatt Shrine features the picture of grace of the Mother Thrice Admirable (MTA). It shows Mary in “two-in-oneness” with her Son Jesus. She is “Thrice Admirable” in her mission to bring, bear, and serve Christ. Mary is thus the model and motherly educator for every Christian. Pilgrims to the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine may hope to receive the three-fold grace of being “at home” with God, the grace of inner transformation, and the grace of apostolic zeal.
Rich in Symbolism

The little shrine in Delphi stands beneath the large cross, even as Mary stood beneath the cross of Jesus. Every visit to the shrine thus recalls the dying words of Jesus, “Behold, your Mother!” (John 19:27). The Unity Cross engraved on the shrine shows Mary at Christ’s side, holding a chalice to his pierced heart. The golden rays extending from the Unity Cross symbolize the light of Christ. Taken together with the MTA picture of the Mother and Child, the Unity Cross depicts the oneness of Jesus and Mary “from the crib to the cross.”
The artwork for the unique bronze engraving at the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine in Delphi was done by the Brothers of Mary in Vallendar, Germany. It features a number of religious symbols. Besides the MTA picture and the Unity Cross, mentioned earlier, there is a small, triangular “Father-Eye,” a symbol for the
Trinity and for God’s providence. A dove, representing the Holy Spirit, overshadows the picture of Jesus and Mary. Visible is the outline of a Schoenstatt Shrine, with a peaked roof and bell tower, surrounded by pine trees.
In a Network of Shrines  
The Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine in Delphi participates in a vast network of Schoenstatt Shrines worldwide. The original Shrine is a little chapel in the Rhine Valley in Germany, near Koblenz. During World War II, when the saintly founder of Schoenstatt, Father Joseph Kentenich (1885-1968) was a prisoner in Dachau, replicas of the shrine began to be built in South America, where Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary had traveled as missionaries. There are now over 180 Schoenstatt Shrines world-wide, with Schoenstatt retreat centers located on every continent.
The Schoenstatt Movement was founded on October 18, 1914, in the original Shrine in Germany. A modern movement of education for moral and religious renewal in the Church, it has members from all walks of life—priests, brothers, and sisters, married couples, single men and women, boys and girls. 

The first Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine in the United States was erected in Madison, Wisconsin, in 1949, on the property of Queen of Apostles Seminary as the first step toward the building of a Schoenstatt Shrine (Chapel). Bishop William O’Connor dedicated the Schoenstatt Shrine in Madison in June, 1953. He prayed, “Let this small chapel become a spiritual powerhouse for this diocese.”  

His words have proven prophetic. Since 1953, a number of additional Schoenstatt Shrines and retreat centers have been established in Wisconsin, Texas, New York, Minnesota, Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, and Mexico. The worldwide Schoenstatt Rosary Campaign, started in Brazil, has spread to all
fifty states of the U.S.A. from Madison, Wisconsin.
From Small Beginnings
When the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine was dedicated in Delphi in 2005, those present  expressed a similar hope that great things would come from small beginnings. In the words prayed by Father Gerold Langsch:  “If it accords with God’s holy plan, let this small beginning bring a great result. Send forth streams of grace 
from this little wayside shrine to renew our Church and to unite our families in bonds of love and peace. Bless all who come here to pray. Draw youthful hearts to yourself and spread your influence from here to ever wider circles, building the kingdom of God our Father in union with your Son.”

As a pledge for Mary’s activity from the Wayside Shrine, participants at the dedication spoke these words: “Nothing without you, dear Mother, but also nothing without us. We pledge to you that we will do our part. We will make contributions to your capital of grace through our sincere striving for holiness in everyday life. Accept us anew as your instruments. . . .Help us to believe, with you and like you, that ‘nothing shall be impossible with God’ (Luke 1:37).”
Pilgrims who travel to the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine make their requests of love. They ask for miracles for themselves and those they love. They present their joys, sorrows, and sacrifices to God through Mary’s hands. They also dedicate themselves to God’s service and ask Mary for the grace to follow Christ as she did. 
My Queen, my Mother,

I consecrate to you this day

my eyes, my ears, my mouth, 

my heart, my entire self without reserve.

As I am your own, my good Mother,

Guard me and defend me as your 

property and possession.  Amen.
Text by Ann Astell, Schoenstatt Sister of Mary
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For further information about the Schoenstatt Movement or to make a tax-deductible donation toward the upkeep and development of the shrine site, mail the enclosed envelope to


Schoenstatt of Indiana, Inc.

P.O. Box 145  
Delphi, IN 46923

