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	You know the way for me, you know the time;

Into your hands I trustingly place mine.

Your plan is perfect, born of perfect love.

You know the way for me, that is enough.

I trust your might, your kindness, Mother dear.

I do believe that you always near.

Schoenstatt’s great Queen, O Mother Mild,

I blindly trust in you and in your Child.




	Dear Friends of our Mother Mary, this month’s newsletter will be fairly short due to a lack of time and family/work duties.  However the Schoenstatt Board would like to greet you on this memorial of our Mother Thrice Admirable and tell you of some wonderful happenings and upcoming opportunities.  Below find our Simply Schoenstatt column from our President, Janine Reklaitis, and an article from our sister Sally Faderan, which would have been printed earlier if we had had a January Newsletter.

On this World Day of the Sick, we pray for the sick priests and sisters of Schoenstatt, especially for Father Dieter, who is still confined to bed after his stroke.  We pray for any of the sick among our members, especially long time member Sally Faderan who is in the hospital now and may need surgery.

Also, please consider sending me any stories or witness of the joy, peace and/or miracles of grace that you have experienced in your home visits of Our Mother Thrice Admirable or in your Home Shrines.   Send these to csdmi@aol.com or 2200 E.  700 S, Lafayette 47909


	“The Mother Thrice Admirable is calling you.  She is waiting for you to visit her in her Schoenstatt Shrines 

of grace. She is longing to unite her heart to yours in the covenant of love.  But most of all, she desires you to enter into a deeper relationship – a loving, caring, tender and intimate relationship, for all eternity, with the Blessed Trinity.”  SEE SIMPLY SCHOENSTATT below
(From: United with Her. Revised and edited by Ruth A. Bruckbauer, reprinted in 2008. Schoenstatt Rosary Campaign. Madison, WI.)


	PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS
February 17th, Thursday,  will be our Schoenstatt Holy Hour

at St. Elizabeth’s Chapel at 7 pm

Please join us for reflections, quiet adoration, song, rosary and benediction.

APRIL 9th – LENTEN DAY OF REFLECTION – see attached flyer for details

APRIL 16th – SPRING (yay!) CLEANUP DAY – see Simply Schoenstatt article below


	SIMPLY SCHOENSTATT...
from Janine – President

Dear Schoenstatt Family,   
EXCITING NEWS: A LENTEN DAY OF REFLECTION.  Please reserve Saturday, April 9, for our Schoenstatt Lenten Day of Recollection. Warm, witty and wise Father Gerold Langsch will be in town to lead us again in drawing closer to Jesus through His Mother and our Mother Mary. Among the planned topics for this beautiful day are: our mutual exchange of hearts, redemptive suffering, finding healing in our families and many more. PLEASE SEE THE FLYER ATTACHMENT for more details.

Indeed, during these frosty days when some of us might be snuggling up at the hearth, my thoughts go to our heart shrines. Many of us have consecrated our hearts, if fact our entire selves, to Our Mother Thrice Admirable, through the Covenant of Love. ALL OF US can seek her and her Son in our own heart shrines.  There, we can be assured of her love and guidance. We offer her our sufferings and little acts of love and she brings us abundant gifts and graces in return. 

LOVE AND LIGHT, FIRE AND TRUTH, SUNSHINE AND SNOW  In the silent shrines of our hearts, our Blessed Mother will heal and refresh us and gently prepare us to renew the world for Christ. We want to be instruments in Mary’s hands!


	Those who have not yet had the opportunity for making this mutual exchange of hearts with our Blessed Mother, HERE IS YOUR CHANCE!  We will be renewing or sealing new covenants in the afternoon during our Day of Recollection on April 9. Father Gerold Langsch is also ready to assist with new Home Shrine dedications during the weekend of April 8-10. Kindly let us know if you are interested. Contact any board member or myself  (jrek27@gmail.com)

SPRING CLEAN-UP:  Saturday, April 16, 2011 (with rain date for April 23). We have been invited to join the Wabash & Erie Canal Sponsors in their PROJECT W.E.E.D. We are needed, along with many other volunteers, to help clean brush and debris from our land at the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine as well as to help clean land adjacent to ours and to spruce up some of the area in the Delphi Trailhead Park. All volunteers would report at 9 a.m. to Trailhead Park for instructions. Everyone would be served a free lunch at noon in the Trailhead Park Shelter.  KINDLY LET 
Rosemary Speaker (rspeaker@lion-lamb.com) know if you can join this worthwhile community effort, so that she can send in your RSVP for the free lunch. Our Blessed Mother deserves an attractive site at and near her Wayside Shrine. This can be a wonderful way to get some exercise and be part of the Delphi clean-up team! 

Yours truly, Janine



	THE DIVINE MOTHERHOOD OF MARY

Sally D. Faderan


Once again as we celebrated our Blessed Mother’s Divine Motherhood on the first day of this brand New Year. We praise God for our Faith that recognizes our Father’s immense and powerful love for us and that he sent His dearly beloved Son to save us through the motherhood of Mary.


Skeptics like the Nestorians of ancient times doubted this exalted and unique motherhood of Mary, especially her divine motherhood.  Many devout and spiritually inspired theologians vigorously defended it.  Her Immaculate Conception, a dogma that was proclaimed by Pope Pius  IX in 1854  said, “The most Blessed Virgin was, from the moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of Almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ who preserved her immune from all stain of sin.”  To be the mother of God, she has to be free of sin, untainted by even original sin.


The Council of Ephesus stated that Jesus was conceived solely by the Holy Spiritwithout human seed. Christ’s birth did not diminish Mary’s virginity but sanctified it.  Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit in her womb, is the New Adam who inaugurates the new creation.  “The first Adam was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.” (1Cor.15:45,47)


John Chrysostom (d 407) presented an image of Mary’s virginity as prefigured in the Old Testament. He called Eden a “virgin soil” because this virgin (earthly paradise) was the type of that other virgin. As the first soil produced for us the garden of paradise without any seed, so the Virgin gave birth to Christ for us without receiving any manly seed.”  He draws an Eve-Mary parallel: “A virgin drove us out of paradise; through a Virgin we have found eternal life.”  He further writes: “The son of God has no father and not mother.  But how? Yes, he is without father according to his earthly generation; he is without mother according to his heavenly generation.

In a similar vein, Isidore of Seville (ca560-636) writes in “Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit” about Mary and the Holy Spirit. He describes the source of her fullness of grace and holiness by defining Mary as the new earth upon which the torrent of the spirit is poured upon. He writes, “Mary, the Virgin Mother of the Lord,, is quite properly called “earth. . . this earth was watered by the Holy Spirit.”


St. Epiphanius of Salamis (d 403) was one of the strong defenders of the Faith.  He wrote, “Mary the holy Virgin, is truly great before God and man.  For how shall we not proclaim her great who held within her the uncontainable One, Whom heaven on earth cannot contain?” (Ancouratus 32).


St. Bonaventure wrote, “God could make a greater world a greater heaven, but He cannot exalt a creature more than making her his mother.” 


Again he writes, “The blessed Mother is the miracle of miracles, the mystery of all mysteries.  She has been given to us as the ‘treasure  in the field.’ (Mt. 13:14)


All the above are strong affirmation of Mary’s divine motherhood. We are taught that Christ did have a physical birth and a mystical birth. The physical birth is the birth of Jesus from the womb of his blessed Mother.  The second birth is the rebirth of the Lord in human souls.  This birth, too, has to happen in Mary’s womb, not physically but mystically (Fr. Joseph Kentenich).


St. Augustine said that in order to be conformed to the image of the Son of God, all predestinate, while in the world, are hidden in the womb of the Blessed Virgin where they are protected, nourished, cared for and developed by this good Mother, until the day she brings them forth to a life of glory after death, which the church calls the birthday of the just.  Should we not call upon Mary and strive to be called her child?  It is foolhardy to remain indifferent to her or diminish he power as Mother and Queen of heaven and earth, or be influenced by non-believers who attack her or call the teachings of our faith a “myth.” 


In “God Alone” we find these lines, the Holy Spirit addressing His spouse: “My well-beloved, my spouse, ‘let all your virtues take root in my chosen ones (Sir.24:12) that they may grow from strength to strength and from grace to grace…Reproduce yourself then in my chosen ones so that I may have the joy of seeing in them the roots of your invincible faith, profound humility, total mortification, sublime prayer, ardent charity, your firm hope, and all your virtues.”


Who can mold us to be like Mary but the Blessed Mother, herself.  Through our Covenant of Love and daily Consecration to her, she can form us to be “like Jesus” together with the Holy Spirit, her Spouse. Again in “God Alone” – these words echoing the teaching of Fr. Kentenich, “When the Holy spirit, her spouse, finds Mary in a soul, he hastens there and enters fully into it. He gives himself generously and enters fully to that soul according to the place it has given to his spouse.  We meet the expression in Schoenstatt, “be little Marys” by emulating her virtues.


Remember this quote from St. Bernard and in Lk.2:51, “All true children of God have God for their father and Mary for their mother; anyone who does not have Mary for his mother does not have God for his father.”(St. Cyprian “De Unitate Ecclesiae”)


 Let these words from St. Bernard inspire and motivate us: 

“When you follow Mary, you will not go astray; when you pray to her, you will not despair; when your mind is on her, you will not wander; when she holds you up, you will not fall down; when she protects you, you will have no fear; when she guides you, you feel no fatigue; when she is on your side, you will arrive safely home.”

“She keeps her Son from striking us; she prevents the devil from harming us; she preserves virtue in us; she prevents our merits from being lost and our graces from receding.”




	AS ALWAYS check out

Google Schoenstatt rosary campaign – beautiful slide show and music

Order books and shrines from this site 
podcasts at http://schoenstattofohio.org/
http://www.schoenstatt.de/

http://schoenstattindiana.org/

http://www.schoenstatt-texas.org


	submitted with love for Mary, our Mother Thrice Admirable and for the countless conversions 

by Carole DiFabio.   

Contact csdmi@aol.com 

with questions, corrections or articles of your Schoenstatt experience that you would like to submit
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