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	Happy Feast of the Nativity of Mary

         A Happy Feast Day to all of you.   May you all know the joy our Mother shares with you on this, the Feast of her Nativity.   Happy Birthday, Mother.  There is much in this issue for you to pay attention to.  The Day of Recollection is coming up, as well as opportunities to make your Covenant of Love, or have your home shrine dedicated.  Sally Faderan also has an inspirational message for us.  It was meant for the month of May, however the newsletter did not start until August, so…. It is still very appropriate in honoring our Mother today.  Also included are a couple little facts for those who are newer to Schoenstatt.   If there is any question about Schoenstatt you would like answered or an idea you would like to see addressed please feel free to contact Carole DiFabio  Schoenstatt Rosary Campaign Member  csdmi@aol.com  or 538-2979

Mother Thrice Admirable, pray for us.

Father Kentenich, pray for us.

Deacon Pozzobon, pray for us.




	___________Our Consecration Prayer __________
Our Queen, our Mother, we give ourselves entirely to you.  And to show our devotion to you we offer you this day our eyes, our ears, our mouths, our hearts, our entire self without reserve.  As we are your own, good Mother, guard us and protect us as your property and possession. Amen.
	_____________Prayer of Confidence ____________
I trust your might, your kindness, Mother Dear,

I do believe that you are always near.

Schoenstatt’s great Queen, O Mother mild,
I blindly trust in you and in your Child.


	
SCHOENSTATT DAY OF RECOLLECTION

THE PICTURE OF GRACE: HOPE FOR OUR TIMES

Saturday, October 27

     Calling all Rosary Campaign Members, and their families and friends with news of a marvelous opportunity to mark Mary's Month of October in a special, grace-filled way.
Come and join us for the annual Day of Recollection
at the comfortable Canal Conference & Interpretive Center in Delphi, Indiana, located at 1030 N. Washington Street.

Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. by Schoenstatt Father Gerold Langsch.

     All of us have been receiving the PILGRIM MTA picture lovingly and faithfully into our homes.  The theme for this Day of Recollection is:.The Picture of Grace: Hope for Our Times.  The speakers, Sister Ann Astell, Sister Barbara Ebbe,  Barb and Bill Strasburger and Father Gerold will touch our hearts and inspire our minds. And, since Schoenstatt is all about family, we will have some  fun along the way.

      This day will conclude with a Solemn procession to the Wayside Shrine, with the recitation of the Rosary along the trail, and sealings or renewals of our Covenants of Love at the Wayside Shrine..

  ***Free will (suggested) offering for this day, including the box lunch  which will be provided, is ten dollars.***

                                            Contributed by Janine Reklaitis
NEW HOME SHRINE DEDICATIONS

Father Gerold Langsch will be in town for the Day of Recollection on the weekend of October 26   AND   he is looking forward to dedicating any and all new HOME SHRINES.  Our Mother Thrice Admirable,
Queen and Victress of Schoenstatt, offers great graces to your family by dwelling in your home in this unique way.  Kindly call or email Janine Reklaitis for specifics  (jrek27@gmail.com  OR   463-1412).
	COVENANT OF LOVE –

KEY TO SCHOENSTATT SPIRITUALITY

    Those of you who have been receiving the Pilgrim MTA image, the Mother Thrice Admirable, into your homes for some time, are encouraged to enter into a deeper relationship with her and prepare for a Covenant of Love.

     An opportunity for sealing or renewing your Covenant of Love will occur during the Schoenstatt Day of Recollection, in the afternoon, on October 27. The ceremony itself is a simple but meaningful one: we write a private letter
to Our Blessed Mother, we bring a candle, we are led by Father in saying special  prayers for sealing our Covenant,
and then we receive a medal.  
   HOWEVER, every genuine covenant-- like,for instance, the marriage covenant--  takes some thought and some  preparation.  For example, we need to understand the relationship of the Schoenstatt Covenant of Love to our Baptismal Covenant. We need to know how living this Covenant provides an effective answer to the interior homelessness that characterizes our society--and indeed at times our own souls...  SO, Come and See!  Come and Learn!  Just for two hours!

    We are planning to offer a Covenant of Love preparation on Wednesday October 10, in the evening from 7 to 9 p.m.
Location (somewhere definitely in the greater Lafayette 
Continued from page 1
area)  and program coordinator will be announced once interest has been determined. There may be an alternate 
date and time offered for a similar preparation, perhaps
on a Saturday morning.  IF INTERESTED, please respond by email either to Carole Di Fabio (csdmi@aol.com) or Janine Reklaitis(jrek27@gmail.com)     by Janine Reklaitis




	DID YOU KNOW?  #5

The Schoenstatt Shrine is a place of grace.  What is a place of grace?  Although God is everywhere, He often chooses certain places to show His presence and action in a special way, often through Mary and the saints.  Such places are called places of grace, pilgrimage places or shrines….The veneration of holy places remains an important feature of Christianity until today.

What are the 3 graces of the Schoenstatt Shine?

1. the grace of a home

2. the grace of inner transformation

3. the grace of apostolic zeal or fruitfulness
	DID YOU KNOW? #6

What is the Covenant of Love?  1.  Schoenstatt’s founding act of 1914, the moment when Fr. Kentenich and the founding generation offered their striving for sanctity and asked Mary to come dwell in their chapel, transforming it into a place of pilgrimage and grace.  It is from this original act that Schoenstatt’s life, identity and fruitfulness flow.  2.  It is the act of consecration to Mary as the Mother Thrice Admirable of Schoenstatt.  It instills a deeper relationship with Mary and gives one full participation in the stream of life and graces flowing from the Shrine.  Each new member contributes in a unique way to the original covenant.  3.  It is a recognized form of Marian consecration in the Church


	MARY, MOTHER OF GOD, OUR MOTHER

By Sally D. Faderan


(Mary is the Mother of God!)   How the CATHOLIC heart rejoices at this very thought!  Mary, Mother of God.  Mary, our Mother, our Ideal, and the singular Model of purity, humility, of compassionate love, and of obedience to God.  To her, obedience and love are the same.


Some time in the nineties Fr. Rellihan brought his Family Ministry to our church (Blessed Sacrament).  He brought with him an image of the Baby Jesus in a crib.  The purpose of his ministry was to awaken in us the value of the family as more deeply stirred by the birth of a child.  Who can best inspire this than the Child, Jesus?  Who else can magnify Him than Mary, His mother?


I helped drum up attendance to this gathering so I called a lady whom I observed to be active in our church.  I wasn’t prepared for her question, which was,
	“Why do you adore Mary so much?’


Of course, I told her that we adore God alone but we honor Mary because she is the beloved daughter of the Father, the Mother of Jesus, and the spouse of the Holy Spirit.  Since my friend was Bible literate, I hastened to call her attention to the fall of Adam and Eve as described in Genesis.  When we got to Gen. 3:15 we got to God’s judgment of the serpent as He pronounced these words:


“I will put enmity between you and the WOMAN. . . HER heel will crush your  head. . . “


At this point, my friend exclaimed, “Is that WHO she is. . . MARY?”

            She then told me that she was a convert, having entered the Catholic faith when she married her American husband then serving in the US Armed Forces during WWII       continued on page 3


	WE can only imagine the great awakening that our dear brothers and sisters experience when they discover that Mary is not just the icon of Christmas posters, someone holding the Baby Jesus. Upon realizing that she had this great role in the salvation of the world, they warm up to her.  Bible accounts of Mary’s motherhood  from the moment of the Annunciation (“with God nothing is impossible..),the wedding at Cana (“Do whatever He tells you to.”), and  Eucharist, and receiving holy communion.

What makes us, Schoenstatt children, a little more distinct in our own devotion to Mary?  

First, there’s our attachment to the SHRINE.  The Pilgrim Shrine attracts attention because she travels a lot.  A casual observer looks at the shrine and wants to know more about it.  The Schoenstatt devotee will explain that the shrine is Mary bringing Jesus to whoever receives her, and brings abundant graces to his family.  Proving these claims would be newsletters or materials one may have in the Schoenstatt bag where testimonials from all over the world are published.


Second, we make the COVENANT OF LOVE.  This is the rite by which an exchange of hearts is made between Our Lady and ourselves.  We offer her our heart, our sacrifices, our gifts, our petitions and she, in turn, gives us her heart, her care and protection, her perfect care of us.  This bond unites each one of with her and with every Schoenstatt child here, around the world, and the Schoenstatt holy ones in heaven.  Each one’s life and love offering and petitions are an immeasurable source of powerful love.


Third, our ACT OF CONSECRATION  is a prayer often offered to Mary, our Ideal and our Mother, asking her to mold us into her likeness in the use of our senses and faculties. She then teaches us how to use our eyes as she does – to see God in everyone and everything in His Light;  to use our ears by listening to God  and to the voices of His children;  


	to use our mouth as she does – with piety, with praises to God,  with a love that builds the kingdom of God on earth; to enlarge our hearts with God’s Presence there so that we then become like Mary,  “little Mary’s” as Fr. Kentenich called this transformation.  He says that when this happens, it becomes easy for the Holy Spirit to enter us and “trace the image of Jesus in our hearts.”

In this School of Mary, we are molded into holy people worthy to be called Children of God and Mary’s children, too.  Fr. Kentenich further urged us to be “plugged to the Source of Power” by frequent participation at masses, adoration of the Holy Eucharist, and receiving holy communion.


We may not realize that Holy Communion has a Mary dimension to It.  When our Lord was incarnated in the womb of Mary, she gave Him her human nature.  I came across St. Peter Damien’s words in a book at the Adoration Chapel, St. E.  He writes:  “The Word of God was present in Mary “by identity” since He was “one with her as the Child is one with the Mother;”. . . “identity of NATURE by flesh and blood, and by the life of the body which MARY communicated to her Child;  identity of GRACE by the abundance of supernatural life which the Son communicated to His mother;  identity of AFFECTIONS, DESIRES, AND SENTIMENTS which the heart of Jesus implanted in the heart of May.  No one could truly say, “I LIVE, NOW, NOT I, BUT CHRIST LIVETH IN ME.”  (Gal. 2:20) as Mary does.

Back to the convert’s point of view, this experience of receiving Jesus in the Holy Eucharist Body Blood, Soul, and Divinity – must be a heavenly experience. Recognizing   Mary’s inclusion in this sacrament makes veneration of Mary better understood.  We therefore cling to Mary who leads us to the Bread of Life.  We don’t feed just ourselves. 

As the Franciscans put it, “We are beggars showing other beggars where the Bread is.’




	TRY THIS LINK   http://schoenstatt.de 


SOURCES:

200 Questions About Schoenstatt

