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	Dear Schoenstatt brothers and sisters in Christ,    

          Joyous greetings to you as we celebrate this feast of our dear Mother which commemorates her apparitions in Lourdes and her name as the Immaculate Conception.  We are also preparing to enter into the season of Lent in which our hope is to grow more like our Mother in her union with Jesus and His most holy Will.   We have some new and exciting happenings going on in Schoenstatt which will be outlined in some articles below, as well as a wonderful reflection by Sally Faderan and our very first SIMPLY SCHOENSTATT column by our president, Janine Reklaitis.  I hope you will be able to sit with us for a while and enjoy the graces that come to us from immersing ourselves in our Covenant of Love with our Mother and reflecting on the work of the Holy Spirit guiding our continued growth. 

        In our Covenant, Carole DiFabio csdmi@aol.com or 538-2979   


	HOT OFF THE PRESS

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

MAY 22nd will be our Spring Day of Recollection

with a visit from Father Langsch and some of our dear Schoenstatt Sisters.  

This will be a day of much joy and grace during our Mother’s month of May.  

More details to come.


	SIMPLY SCHOENSTATT…FROM JANINE

Hello, dear Schoenstatt Hoosiers.  At Carole DiFabio’s request, I am writing my first column to you all from my perspective as current president of Schoenstatt of Indiana, Inc.  

Since this is an “inaugural column”, it brings me great joy to remind   you that we have three Spiritual Directors specifically for our Delphi/ Lafayette area members. Most of you may already know their names, but I would like to repeat them. They are Schoenstatt Father Gerold Langsch and Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary--Sister Ann Astell and Sister Barbara Ebbe.  I will reintroduce our dedicated and hard working board members in this column at a later date. 

Next, I would like to update you about our work for Our Lady these past few months.

· We had a lively Family Day of Recollection (our third annual one) in Delphi on Sunday, December 6. We were blessed with two thought provoking talks: one by Sr. Ann on consecrating our hearts and being priestly people; the second by Dick and Suzanne Gardiner on trusting with all our hearts. We had fun working together on an advent calendar and had heartwarming and moving table discussions. In the evening, our children and teenagers delighted us with a marvelous play (written by Sister Ann and “directed” by Rosemary Speaker) about Our Lady’s appearances to Juan
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	Diego at Guadalupe.  And, at long last, St. Nicholas, resplendent in his robes came to bestow gifts upon children, young and young at heart, including Bishop Higi.

· On January 16, 2010, right before our monthly board meeting, we were blessed to close on a two acre parcel of land, immediately adjacent to the land we currently own at our Wayside Shrine in Delphi.  Thanks be to Our Blessed Mother and to Suzanne Gardiner whose family already had provided our original ten acres as well as funds for this additional purchase!!!

· Our current focus is on renewing our efforts for fundraising so that we can begin to build a daughter Schoenstatt shrine on this property.

· The development committee has already met and received a few great ideas from a local marketing firm in Lafayette. 

Pray, pray, pray!  “Nothing without you, Mother; nothing without us.”   May our Lady of Schoenstatt, Queen of our hearts, keep you warm and snug and protected under her mantle these winter days and for evermore.  

                                                Yours truly, with joy, Janine

7pm at 

St. Elizabeth Chapel

	Are you interested in making the

Covenant of Love 

or having a HOME SHRINE dedicated?

questions?  contact Janine Reklaitis at jrek27@gmail.com 

  A DVD series is available to help you prepare

May 22nd would be a perfect day for this
	AS ALWAYS

check out

podcasts at http://schoenstattofohio.org/
http://www.schoenstatt.de/

http://schoenstattindiana.org/

http://www.schoenstatt-texas.org

	REFLECTIONS ON LENT

Sally D. Faderan

One date in February attracts most people: February 14.  It is Valentine’s Day.  This is the day when we celebrate love.  The stores are awash with decors of the reds and pinks of roses and hearts, restaurants are set to serve their best meals, and families, friends and people in love spend an evening of joy and an appreciation for one another.

One we should celebrate every day of the year is the great Lover the world has ever known: Jesus Christ, our Divine Savior.  Everything He did was an act of love.  His in-carnation, his life with Mary and Joseph, his friendship with the Twelve, his compassionate care for the poor, the sick, the sinners, and his ultimate dying on the cross all speak of His love for us all.  Moreover, he abides in us in the sacraments and in the tabernacles of every Catholic Church in the world.  His love is perfect, patient, and eternal.

Here comes Ash Wednesday.  It is a day that should shake us up to the realization of who we are, what we are, and what our life means.  At mass, we hear the priest speak as he traces the ashes on our forehead, “Dust thou art and to dust thou shalt return.”  In truth, that is how almost meaningless our life is for dust is something that can be blown away by the slightest whiff of air.  All that we are and have come from God.  

Ash Wednesday, more than any other day, is a day for examining our conscience.  It is a day that we purify and renew our memory.  Pope Benedict says that our standard of relating with circumstances, with people, and with God is influenced by how the attitudes and relationships that we had with family and other people.  The memories that we treasure have a way of revealing who we are in the manner that we deal with the challenges in life.  If the influence has been good, it should speak well of us.

Once when my friend, Ester Pafford, invited me to go on a 4-day retreat at the Trappist Monastery in Gethsemani, KY,  I was struck by the isolation of the monastery .  It sits on the middle of nowhere, and a small cemetery like a solemn sentinel greeted us when we went in. The vow of silence by the monks rubbed off on us for we did not dare break the holy silence with even a whisper.( During our trip, Ester’s husband, Bob - God rest his soul - wondered aloud how two irrepressibly talkative women could keep the silence in the monastery.)  In that holy place one learns how powerfully eloquent silence can be.

We participated in the periods of prayer, heard mass in a section reserved for the retreatants, went to the library, or strolled the grounds and tried to meet God in the silence that filled us.  Late in the night, I was tired but excited from all the spiritual novelty that surrounded us. I headed for my cell, went to bed and pulled the fresh bed cover over me.  When I awoke in the morning and tried to make my bed, I discovered that the cover was gray and a huge white cross was the main design in the center – which quickly gave me the message that sleeping at night is like a dying from this life!  Silence in that monastery sends messages so strikingly in symbols that one can’t fail to ponder them.  I also had the privilege of going to confession to this elderly monk who gave me this penance: “Go to the cemetery of the monks _ the one accessible from the dining hall – and look for Fr. Louis’ grave (that is, Fr. Merton’s grave). Pray there.”  It was eerie in a way, but I had read “Seven-Story Mountain” and that made me feel like Fr. Merton and the monks buried there would pray for me. Again, what better place to meditate on the meaning of life but at the cemetery!  Someone once said, “One who practices to die learns how to live better.”

At the mass celebrating the 100th birthday of Fr. Damien of Molokai, recently canonized saint, the homilist outlined the saint’s life ministering to the lepers of Molokai.  He built churches, cared for the lepers, buried the dead, and yes, caught leprosy himself.  In a letter he wrote to a priest, he said his meditations were on the Crucifix and the cemetery.  There he found what love for God and for his fellowmen really meant.  Isn’t this what Mother Teresa of Calcutta meant when she said, “When you meet God, He will not ask you what titles you had, how much wealth you earned, but how faithful have you been to Him while you were on earth.”?

The message of Ash Wednesday is repentance and renewal. We ask for the virtues of humility, of the knowledge of God and of ourselves – called “the science of the saints”.  Seeing our nothingness in the light of God can move us to great humility and great praise and thanksgiving to God for all His gifts to us.  We ask for the Holy Spirit to guide us to faithfulness to God and to keep our hearts aflame with love for Jesus, the true and faithful Lover of us all. We must be devoted to Divine Mercy, our Father, Who, when we pray the Chaplet, sees us through the wounds of His beloved Son and is moved to mercy for us.  We call upon the Blessed Mother who is the best teacher in the world.

And so as faithful children of Mary, we pray:

I trust your might, your kindness Mother dear,

I  do believe that you are always near.

Schoenstatt’s great Queen, O Mother mild,

I blindly trust in you and in your Child.



	SCHOENSTATT VALENTINE TIDBIT - WHAT IS the HEART SHRINE?

The heart shrine is the dwelling of the Mother Thrice Admirable in one’s heart with the same graces as the Original Shrine, through our personal connection to Schoenstatt’s covenant of love. Through the baptismal covenant we come to share in the life of grace which makes us a dwelling place of God and temple of the Holy Spirit (see Rom. 5:5 and 1 Cor. 3:16) Because the covenant of love is a Marian form of the renewal of the baptismal covenant, it also gives new meaning and vitality to our own selves as persons dedicated to God.

 The dedication of the heart shrine can be implicit or explicit. It takes place implicitly when we make the covenant of love with the MTA, for it is then that we join personally with the stream of life and graces from the Shrine. It may also take place explicitly as an act of dedication in its own right, such as various families and lay people did in the presence of Fr. Kentenich in his last months in Milwaukee in 1965. This can be inspired by a time of growing appreciation for Mary’s action in one’s heart as a shrine, by a time of heartfelt need to invite her explicitly to dwell there, or by a time of other spiritual growth, usually involving the unique character of one’s heart and mission.”

--Fr. Jonathan Niehaus, 200 Questions about Schoenstatt, 3rd rev. ed., 2005 .


	IN THIS YEAR OF THE PRIEST

on July 8th 

we will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the ordination of our founder, Father Joseph Kentenich.

This delightful “coincidence” will be a source of much grace to be sure.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ALL PRIESTS, 

especially those who serve us in Schoenstatt 


