History of Schoenstatt in Indiana (1988-2006)

(Second Draft)

Looking back, one can often see that great things have come from small, seemingly insignificant acts.  The Kingdom of God grows, as it were, from a mustard seed.  Recalling the history of Schoenstatt in Indiana gives us confidence that the Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen, and Victress of Schoenstatt does indeed have a special plan for us that is unfolding, step by step.


The story begins in the Fall of 1988, when Sr. Ann Astell came to Purdue University to begin teaching there.  From 1988 until 1993, she focused on starting and maintaining a number of Pilgrim MTA Rosary circles at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center   The image of our Mother Thrice Admirable found a shelter in student dorms and the homes of Purdue faculty members.  On May 18, 1993, Fr. Gerold Langsch traveled to West Lafayette and presided at a special Holy Mass at St. Tom’s, during which an estimated 25 people made the Covenant of Love with our Lady at the pilgrims’ level.  A potluck supper followed at the home of Ray and Chris DeCarlo, the coordinators of the first Pilgrim MTA circle.  Marlene Jarboe, who was present that night, felt inspired to start additional Pilgrim MTA circles in parishes in Lafayette.  
In 1994, Suzanne Gardiner and Sally Faderan participated in the national Journey of Love convention at the Schoenstatt Center in Waukesha, Wisconsin, and came back filled with zeal for Schoenstatt.  In 1994 Fr. Langsch made his second visit to West Lafayette, to celebrate Holy Mass at the home of David and Wendy Flory.  In 1995 Sr. Mary Lestina and Sr. Carol Winkler traveled to West Lafayette to speak about Schoenstatt at a gathering of the Filipino Block Rosary group.  At that occasion the home shrines of Gloria and William Schweinher and of Sally, Don, and Mary Faderan—the first two in the state of Indiana—were dedicated to our Lady of Schoenstatt under the titles of the “Mother of the Redeemer” and the “Fountain of All Grace,” respectively.  
A year later, on May 23, 1996, Fr. Langsch concelebrated Holy Mass with Fr. Tim Alkire at St. Boniface Church, where the school children crowned small images of the Pilgrim MTA that were traveling from child to child in the various classrooms.  Later that same day, Fr. Langsch dedicated the office shrine of Professor David Flory at Purdue University.  In the afternoon Fr. Langsch concelebrated Mass with Fr. David Douglas at Blessed Sacrament Church.  During that Mass twenty-five Pilgrim MTAs received flower crowns in a May crowning and an estimated thirty people sealed the Covenant of Love with our Lady of Schoenstatt at the pilgrim level.


As a fruit of that coronation and dedication, a group of women approached Sr. Ann with the request that she meet with them monthly and lead them into a deeper understanding of Schoenstatt’s spirituality.  The original members of that group (Valeria Bongiovanni, Sally Faderan, Suzanne Gardiner, Janine Reklaitis, Kathy Smith, Rosemary Speaker), which chose as its ideal “The Garden of Mary,” made its dedication as Associate Members of the Schoenstatt Mothers’ League on September 19, 1999, following upon the dedication on August 22, 1998 of the homeshrines of Tom and Rosemary Speaker and of Suzanne and Dick Gardiner, under the titles of “Mother Takes Perfect Care” and “Mary, Help of Christians,” respectively.  1998 also saw the enthronement of two pictures of our Lady of Schoenstatt, donated by Theresa Elgomayel, in Blessed Sacrament Parish, as well as the enthronement of an MTA picture in the Eucharistic chapel at St. Joseph’s Church in Delphi, through the generosity of Susan Gardiner.  
On November 3, 1999 ten new Rosary Campaign coordinators were consecrated and fifteen renewed their dedications during a Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Langsch in Hardeck Hall at Blessed Sacrament Church.  Through the loving zeal of Rosemary Speaker, the first bus pilgrimage to the Schoenstatt Shrine in Waukesha, Wisconsin took place in the Jubilee Year of Grace 2000, with similar bus pilgrimages following in the years 2004 and 2005.  On September 8, 2002, the Mother Thrice Admirable was crowned as Queen of the United States.  On November 23, 2003 a Schoenstatt Day of Recollection took place at Blessed Sacrament Church, at which Jeff and Barb Bochtrup gave a talk about living the Covenant of Love as a married couple.  
The month of October, 2004, was an extraordinary month.  During the weekend of October 1-2, Fr. Langsch dedicated six homeshrines:  the “Queen of Peace” homeshrine of Bill and Barb Strasburger, the “River of Light” homeshrine of Rennatta and Jerry Berkshire, the “Fiat, Will of God” homeshrine of Bob and Patty Durbin, the “Divine Providence” homeshrine of Frances Dunn, and the “Oasis of Hope” homeshrine of Kathy and Randy Smith, and the “Our Lady of Guadelupe” homeshrine of Susana and Randy Venis.  He accepted the dedication of the eight mothers in the “Star of the Sea” group (Rennatta Berkshire, Marjorie Clifford, Connie Dandino, Frances Dunn, Patti Durbin, Pat Golden, Gloria Thompson, plus Suzanne Gardiner) )as Associate Members of the Schoenstatt Mothers’ League.  He participated in the coronations of four Pilgrim MTAs by Nancy and Jerry Johnston at the home of Janine and Rex Reklaitis, as well as coronations in the home shrines of Tom and Rosemary Speaker and of Suzanne and Dick Gardiner.  He also accepted the implantations of three new members of the Garden of Mary Mothers’ group:  Jenny Bay, Carole DiFabio, and Susana Venis.  On October 18, 2004, the 100th anniversary of the founding of Schoenstatt was celebrated at St. Boniface, thanks to the efforts of Marlene and Jeff Jarboe and of Carole DiFabio, who had worked to establish 55 additional Rosary Campaign circles in that parish.  On December 4, 2004 a Schoenstatt Day of Recollection took place at the Interpretive Center in Delphi, taking as its theme “Mary Immaculate, Mother of the Eucharist.”  Later that same month, the first Schoenstatt couples’ group (Patti and Bob Durbin, Jeff and Marlene Jarboe, Larry and Shelly Schwartz, Barb and Bill Strasburger, Randy and Kathy Smith, Anjie and Rob Reuzenaar, Pete and Susan Wiggins) began its monthly meetings.      

2005 was another extraordinary year.  Again through Carole DiFabio’s efforts, in September, 2005, the Schoenstatt Family presented Fr. Tim Alkire with a large, framed  picture of the Mother Thrice Admirable for use in the parish.  By early October, 2005, the large billboard and the limestone road leading to the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine were prepared, the land was cleared, and the Wayside Shrine itself was prepared. On October 29, 2005, a day of great joy and grace, Fr. Langsch concelebrated Holy Mass with Fr. Peter Vanderkolk, pastor of St. Joseph Church, and Bishop William L. Higi presided shortly thereafter at the dedication of the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine in Delphi on land donated by Mr. Bob Morrow. Over a hundred people participated in the dedication ceremony, which honored the MTA as “Mother of the Eucharist.”  That evening Fr. Langsch witnessed the dedication of the homeshrine of Marlene and Jeff Jarboe, titled “Mary, Queen of the Holy Rosary.”  On February 11, 2006, the Feast of our Lady of Lourdes, the first Rosary procession to the Wayside Shrine took place along the path from the Interpretive Center.  
On April 29, 2006, exactly six months after the dedication of the Wayside Shrine, another such rosary procession took place, at the conclusion of a Schoenstatt Day of Recollection, which took place at St. Joseph’s Parish, in Honan Hall.  Margie and Michael Fenelon, Fr. Langsch, and Janine Reklaitis spoke at that occasion on the theme “For a Holy Springtime in our Souls, our Families, and our Society.”  Approximately forty people participated. 


In the fall of 2005, Schoenstatt of Indiana was legally incorporated as a not-for-profit organization.  In August, 2006, Schoenstatt of Indiana, Inc. received its official recognition as a tax exempt charitable organization.  In November, 2006 Mr. Morrow officially deeded 8.66 acres of land (the site of the Schoenstatt Wayside Shrine) to Schoenstatt of Indiana, Inc.  The following month the corporation made its initial down-payment on the access property to the Shrine site.

Saturday, December 2, 2006, was therefore an especially joyful day of thanksgiving and of Advent expectancy.  That morning the “Pearl of Wisdom” homeshrine of Marjorie Clifford was dedicated.  That afternoon about forty people participated in an Advent time of recollection, led by Fr. Langsch, which took place at the Interpretive Center in Delphi and ended in a rosary procession from the Center to the Wayside Shrine.  In the evening a hundred people gathered with Bishop William Higi, Fr. Langsch, Sister Barbara Ebbe, and Fr. Peter Vanderkolk for a Schoenstatt Family Advent Party.  The celebration, which took place in a beautifully decorated hall, included an optional trolley tour of historical Delphi, a pitch-in supper, a living Advent Wreath (composed of thirty children), hymn singing, a local history of Schoenstatt (read by Bob Durbin), a power-point presentation about Schoenstatt by Sr. Barbara, a musical tribute to our Lady by Carole DiFabio, and a visit by Saint Nicholaus (played by Jeff Jarboe), accompanied by angels.  
At that occasion the deed for the land donated by Mr. Bob Morrow was presented to Sr. Ann, as a representative of Schoenstatt of Indiana.  At that occasion, too, the proceeds of the Fannie May candy sale, organized by Gloria Thompson, were donated for the future Schoenstatt Shrine and Center.   

This short history gives only a small indication of how our Lady of Schoenstatt has conquered our hearts.  Story after story could be told, name after name could be mentioned.  Again and again, her love has inspired the childlike offerings, the sacrifices, the dedications of her children.  Again and again, the Blessed Mother has shown that she cannot be outdone in generosity.  We can only marvel and say, in union with Father Joseph Kentenich, “Our hearts, O Mother, long to thank for everything.”         
